
Church Covenant
Having been led as we believe by the Spirit of God to

receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior; and, on the
profession of our faith, having been baptized into the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we do
now? in the presence of God, angels, and this assembly, most
solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another,
as one body in Christ.

We engase, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit to
wallc together in Christian love; to strive for the
advancement of this church in lcnowledgr, holiness and
comfort; to promote its prosperity and spirituality; to
sustain its worship, ordinances? discipline and doctrine; to
contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of this
ministry, the expenses of the church, and relief of the poor?
and the spread of the gospel through all nations.

'We also engage to maintain family and private
devotions; to religiously educate our children; to seek the
salvation of our lcindred and acquaintances; to walk
circumspectly in the world; to be just in our dealings,
faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our
deportment; to avoid all tattling, baclcbiting, and excessive
anger; to abstain from the sale and use of intoxicating drinks
as a beverage, and to be zealous in our efforts to advance the
kingdom of our Savior.

We further engage to watch over one another in
brotherly love; to remember each other in prayerl to aid each
other in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian
sympathy in feeling and courtesy in speech; to be slow to
talce offense, but always ready for reconciliation, and
mindful of the rules of our Savior, to secure it without delay.

And we moreover engage that when we remove from
this place, we will? as soon as possible, unite with some other
church, where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant
and the principles of God's Word.



The Church C on stitution
Article I - I{ame

The name of the organization shall be the Shelby Bible Church.

Article II - Doctrine

The appended doctrinal statement, to be known hereafter as the Church Confession of
Faith, shall be the doctrinal standard and confession of this church, and shall be
considered part of this Constitution.

Article III - Pur^ se

It shall be the purpose of this chureh to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ through the
preaching and teaching of the Bible, to bring the unsaved to Christ and to build up
the saved in Christian graces and living, and to have a vital part in missions.



Article IV - Membershi,
Section 1 - Prospective Members

Prospective members shall give personal testimony of regeneration before the Board
of Deaconso whereupon appropriate recommendation shall be made to the church.
All prospective members shall subscribe to the Church Confession of Faith and no
prospective members will be accepted other than through the recommendation of the
Board of Deacons. Acceptance for membership shall be by majority vote of the active
members present. Those not baptized, as defined in this Constitution, shall be
baptized before being received into the membership. (Confession VIII-2)

Section 2 - Admissions
Admissions other than baptism may be received as follows:

(l) By statement of Christian faith and experience, if the candidate has
been baptized as defined in this Constitution and gives satisfactory evidence
of Christian character.

No person will be accepted solely upon the basis of a letter from
another church.

(2) By Restoration, upon satisfactory evidence of repentance when
membership has been lost by exclusion.

Section 3 - Separation of Members
Separation of Members may be as follows:

(1) By death.

(2) By letter. Letter shall be granted to churches only. A letter of
dismissal to any Church of like faith shall be granted for any member in good
standing who may apply for a letter. \Vhen the letter is granted the name of
the member shall be dropped from the church roll immediately.

(3) a. By erasure.

b. By request of the member himself. This request must be
submitted in writing to the Board of Deacons. If a member desires
to connect himself with a church of another denominationo a letter of
recommendation may be given on request legarding the character of
such a person by a majority vote of the members present.



Artiele IV, Section 3, Separation of lVlembers, cont.

(4) By exclusion. 'When a member is guilty of unchristian conducto
upon a majority vote, a quorum voting, of the chureh as provided in Article
VI on discipline. If a member of the organization is for a period of one year
persistently negligent of his vows or without good and sufficient reason
eontinuously absents himself for such a period from the worship of the
church, or if his address has been unknown to the members of the
congregation for one year, his name may be removed from the chureh
membership roll by a majority vote of the Board of Deacons and ratification
by the congregation. If possible the member will be notified of the official
action of the chureh body. The church clerk will keep such names on file to
indicate to any other church body, which may relluest a letter for any of
these persons, the action that has been taken by this church body.



Members
Section 1 - Regular Duties

Each member shall seek to grow in knowledge and spiritual power, and ready to serve
in any useful capacity in the church and church sponsored organizations. Regular
attendance at the stated preaching services and prayer meeting shall be considered a
necessity for spiritual growth, fellowship, and mutual cooperation. Each member is
expected to live in accord with the Church Covenant. A family altar shall be the goal
of each horne. Financial support of the Church and Missionary program is expected
aecording to Scriptural standards (Malaehi 3:I0; I  Cor. l6:2; I I  Cor. 9:7).

Section 2 - Regarding the Pastor
It is the duty of the members to honor and esteem their pastor; to pray for him
fervently and daily; to attend constantly upon his ministration; to manifest a tender
regard for his reputation.

Section 3 - Regarding Other Members
It is the duty of each member to cultivate and cherish brotherly love for all other
members of the church, to show this love by using all proper ways to promote their
spiritual benefit and prosperity.

Section 4 - Regarding the Community
Toward those who are not connected with the church it is the duty of the members to
be exact in fulfilling obligations and performing promises; and as opportunity and
ability may enable, to commend the Gospel to them.

Section 5 - Regarding Relocation
Any member moving from the vicinity of the chureh shall be expected to join another
church as soon as possible, whereupon that church will write for, and will receive a
letter of dismissal providing the member is in good standing.



Article VI - Disci- -'-

Members are cautioned to be slow to anger and slow to take offense, remembering
always the caution of Gal. 6:1. However, in view of the practical need of godly
testimony on the part of the rnembers, and upon the principles set forth in the
Scriptures, this ehurch shall have the right to discipline its members, and if need be,
to exclude any who persist in sinful practice after due counsel and warning have heen
given by the proper authority.

Section 1 - Membership
Any member dismissed through discipline shall have his name dropped from the
church records, and shall cease to be a member, and shall not be commended to any
other church by letter.

Section 2 - Charges
All charges against members are to be brought first before the Board of Deacons.
After thorough investigation if the Deacons are unable to satisfactorily conclude the
matter then they have the responsibility of bringing the matter before the church
membership at a weekday meeting. All disciplinary action, involving church
members being brought before the church assembly, shall be at a closed meeting of
the church membership.

Section 3 - Confession
If a member, having erred shall voluntarily confess it to the Board of Deacons and
manifest repentance, no further proceedings, except as the Deacons deem advisable
shall be entertained against him.

Section 4 - Notification
Every member against whom a charge of misconduet is preferred must be notified and
given one week's time before the charges can actually be brought before the church,
and he shall have the privilege of speaking in his behalf.



Artiele VI, Discipline, cont.

Section 5 - Exclusion from Membership
If a member fails to give satisfaction to the Deacons and the church in relation to the
charges preferred against him, or perversely refuses to appear before the Deacons and
the church when citedo he shall be excluded from membership.

Section 6 - Grounds for Discipline
Matters whieh may be made the grounds of diseipline are:

(1) Personal offenses - Matt. lB:15-17; Lk. 17:3; Gal. 6:1

(2) Heresy in doctrine - I Tim. 6:3-5; Rom. 16:17-19

(3) Immorality in conduct -f Cor. 5:9-13; II Cor. 6:14-17; II Thess. 3:6; ITim.
5:20

Section 7 - Discipline of Officers
Discipline of any officer of the church, on grounds other than mentioned in Section 6
above, may be handled within the Deacon Board of the Church, provid.ed:

(1) That a decision to hear the case must first have the approval of the Board of
Deacons.

(2) That the severest discipline which may be administered by the Deacon Board
shall be removal of the offender from offiee.

(3) That the person charged may appeal to the church.



Section 1 - Requirements
The officers of the church shall be chosen from the membership only, and only from
those members who are faithful in attendance, loyal to the church program, separated
from the world and faithful in giving.

Section 2 - Selection
All officers of the church program shall be selected by pastor and deacons as the need
arises, and are accountable to them in the performance of their appointed
responsibilities. Officers may be relieved of their responsibilities at any time for any
reasonable cause? but only by a majority vote of pastol and deacons. Offices may be
added or deleted by pastor and deacons as necessary.

Section 3 - Number
The number of deacons shall consist of a minimum of seven with additional members
added as necessary, but only by a majority vote of the church body. No fixed number
above seven need be established and may be ehanged from year to year.



Article VIII - Election of Off;cers
Section 1 - Pastor

The pastor shall be chosen by vote of the active membership for an indefinite period.
The Deacons shall act as the pulpit committee when the church may be without a
Pastor, and only such candidates as they recommend, who are of good report shall be
considered fol this office. Before being accepted for the pastorate of the church any
candidate shall submit to the church in writing a statement of his adherence to the
gteat doctrines of the Scriptures as stated in the Church Confession of Faith. The
pastoral relation may be dissolved upon thirty days notice by the pastor and upon
sixty days notice by the chureh or upon shorter notice by mutual consent.

Section 2 - Deacons
All deacons shall be elected each year, eaeh for a one-year term. There shall be no
limit to the number of terms a deacon mav serve.

Section 3 - Time of Election
The annual election of deaeons shall be held at any designated service between the
first Sunday of November and the last Sunday of December each year. Newly elected
deacons shall assume their responsibilities on the first day of the first month of the
first year of their term.

Section 4 - Nominations
Nominations from the church body for the office of deacon shall be turned in to the
incumbent group of deacons prior to the time of election. Nomination from the floor
at time of meeting will not be recognized.



Section L - Pastor
It shall be the duty of the pastor to preach statedly to the church and to have charge
of all the ordinanees of the church. He shall have general oversight of the spiritual
welfare of the church in conjunction with the deacons. The pastor shall be zealous in
his efforts to maintain the purity and doctrine of the church, to edify the saints and to
reach and win the unsaved. He shall be an exofficio member of the deacon board and
any committee or organizations in the church.

Section 2 - Deacons
(1) This board shall have no executive power except as authorized by the church

body.

(2) They shall meet as necessary and consider all church business and make
appropriate reeommendations to the chureh body for approval.

(3) They shall have sole responsibility in disbursing all church monies.

(4) They shall elect annually from their number a chairman, a vice-chairman,
and secretar/r who by virtue of this office shall be the church clerk. The
chairman and secretary shall act as the legal representatives of the church
and shall affix their signatures to all legal documents.

(5) They shall assist the Pastor in administration of the Lord's Supper and
Baptismal Services of the church.

(6) They shall be responsible for assisting those who need matelial help.

(7) They shall visit the sick, seek to reclaim the erring, and those who may be
out of fellowship with the Lord.

(B) They shall constitute a pulpit committee when the occasion shall arise. They
shall thoroughly investigate any candidate before bringing a
recommendation to the church. The pulpit committee shall have sole
authority to present candidates to the church. In the calling of the pastor,
the pulpit committee shall present the church no more than one name at any
given meeting.

(e)

(10)

All paid staff members shall be selected as needed and their salaries
established by the pastor and this group in aceordance with either an already
approved budget or by special approval ofthe church body.

It shall be the responsibility of this board to count and bank all the monies of
the church under the supervision of the financial secretary.
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Article fX, Section 2, Deacons, cont.

(11) They shall be responsible for submitting recommendations regarding the

ff*:t;ffij. "tn"t 
paid staff member's salary at regular intervals to the

(12) Teachers in-the Sund.ay School shall be approved by this board.

(13) Their qualifications for holding the office of deacon shall be the same as those
listed in I Tim. 3:B-13.

(14) The annual budget shall be prepared by the pastor and deacons and shall be

n:T?:::n'h",'ffii,H'J,3:xlffi t';.T,'r::lessmee'iinga'[reas'lone
(15) AII non-budgeted items, except for missionary expenditures, costing over one

:H::Ti 
dollars ($1,000.00) shall be submitted to the church body for

(16) :::,ffiTT"lT**,Tj:liil',*t;T? il Jll#T'fi'il"::'.""J",i fffi:l
year. A simple majority vote shall determine all matters of business.

(17) 
ffffii:ll 

be responsible for auditing all offieial church financial books

(18) *:iHff:;H""::T,:::T;' l: ::mil:H,#tT#;::T"ff1;
minor matters of business between regular meetings of the full deacon board
end to act as the financial committee of the church. They shall be selected

*r*J+*r**t?';;i*l*"m::ffiJ'r 'lha'l vear A simpre

Section 3 - Board of Trustees
(1) The duties of the Board Of Trustees will be the managemento care, and protection of

all the physical properties of the church, both inside and out; and under the direction
of the church membershipo they shall handle improvements and repairs and
maintenance of all equipment and the improvement of the property as becomes
necessary or desirable.

(2) They shall be responsible for all keys, the work of the custodian, and the fitness of the
house of God at all times.

(3) The Board of Trustees shal l  be composed of no fewel than three (3) men.

(4) They shall be eleeted yearly, each for a one-year terml there shall be no limit to how many
terms a trustee shall serve.

I I



Article IX, Section 3, Board of Trusteeso cont.

(5) Board meetings shall be held as often as necessary. Special meetings shall be called. as
may be necessary. A majority vote shall be the deciding factor in any board meeting.
fhe pastor of the church shall be exoffieio member of the Board of Trustees.

(6) lrini,*'I*:xl'*#::lJlJ;:'J:'J:#:il1*:'"*T:: HT:l;JTi
shall keep a record of the minutes and proceedings of their meetings. The chairman of
the trustees shall act as a moderator of the meetings only in the absenee of the pastor.

(7) This board shall act in an ad.visory capacity in matters concerning all church
properties.

(B) ilxxlx,::"-T:".#ffT ::';:1#'l*.*',1":1ilIj:$Tll;JHi";: ll:
advancement of the Shelbv Bible Church.

J

Areas of Responsibility:

(l) Grounds Maintenance:

lawn eare, sprinkling system? church sign, sidewalks, parking lot, shrubs, flowers,
maintenance of adequate supplies

(2) Building Maintenance:

custodial duties, cleaning, painting of walls, room setup, maintenance of adequate
supplies, oversight of heating/cooling settings and systems, maintenance (light bulbs,
carpet cleaning, minor plumbing)

(3) 

:::':*-".t""l"".",.,"ctionimprovements,repairs
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Article X - Other Oreanizations
Section L

Other organizations may be established upon approval by the Deacon Board. They
shall elect their own officers and shall conform to the financial policy of the church.
The Deacon Board has the right to disband these organizations if these organizations
become detrimental in any way to the overall program and ministry of the church.

Article XI - Meetinss
Section L - Church Services

Regular services for worship and instruction shall be held every Lord's Day morning
and night and Prayer Meeting shall be held Wednesday evening of each week. The
Lord's Supper shall be administered the first Sunday of each month unless otherwise
arranged.

Section 2 - Regular Business Meetings of the Church
Regular business meetings shall be held four times a yeal on quarterly interwals, at
which time a financial report is presented for approval and other business is
conducted as needed.

Section 3 - Voting
Voting in all matters of business shall be done by members in good standing who are
over 15 years of age and who are present in the meeting at the time of voting.
Majority vote shall earry in all mattels except as otherwise designated. The eligible
members plesent shall constitute a quorum. On all legal mattels only those 21 years
of age and over may vote.

Section 4 - Special Business Meetings
Special meetings for business may be called by the Pastor or the Board of Deacons
providing due notice of such meetings has been announeed to the church body on the
Sunday preceding the special meeting.
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Article XI, Meetings, cont.

Section 5 - Other Meetings
All meetings to be held in the church other than specified services must be approved
bv the Deacon Board.

Section 6 - Moderator
The Pastor shall be moderator of all church business meetings. In his absence the
chairman of the Deacon Board shall serve as moderator.

Section 7 - Receiving New Members
The granting of letters and receiving new members may be voted upon at any
regularly scheduled service of the church.

Section 8 - hlew Business

Any and all new business to be submitted at a regular business meeting from a
member of the church body must be presented to the moderator of the church at least
two weeks before the church meeting and must be announced on the Sunday prior to
the business meeting. No new business will be allowed from the floor at the time of
the business meeting unless prior arrangements have been made.

Article XII - Financial Policv

The financial policy of the church and all auxiliary organizations shall be based upon
Scriptural principles of Christian stewardship. Schemes savoring of commercialism
for raising money shall be excluded. This provision shall not be interpreted as opposed
to a freewill offering or to a reasonable charge to cover the expense of any fellowship
gathering in the church.
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In accordance with the laws of the State of lVlichigan, ownership of all property shall
be vested in the voting membership. Decisions relative to the acquisition or sale of
property shall require a majority vote of the eligible voters present at a properly
called business meetinq, The Deacon Board will act to execute the decision of the
church.

Article XIV - Amendments
Section 1

The Constitution may be amended at any business meeting of the ehurch by majority
vote of the members present, providing that pulpit announeement has been made of
the proposed amendment on the two Sundays immediately preceding the meeting at
whieh the proposed amendment is to be voted upon.

Section 2
Proposals for amendments to the Constitution shall be submitted to the Deacon
Board, who in turn will present it to the church body, if it meets their approval.

Section 3
All former rules are hereby repealed by this action of the church body.
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l-.

The Church Conression o" Faith
Of the Bible
We believe that "all scripture is given by inspiration of God." (2 Tim. 3:16), through
holy men of God who "were moved by the Holy Ghost" to write the very words of God
(2 Peter l:21; I Cor. 2:13). We believe that the whole Bible, consisting of 66 books in
the original, is eomplete and without error. We believe the Bible to be the verbally
inspired Word of God inerrant and our only authority in faith and practice. We use
the King Jarnes translation of the \fford of God as our teaching and preaching text.

II Tim. 3:16; E;x.34127,32; Deut. 4:10; Acts 1116; II Pet. 1:21

Of God
'We believe there is one true God, the Creator and Redeemer, and that He is known to
us in three persons, the Father, the Sono and the Holy Spirit, co-equal in every divine
perfection and exercising fistinct but harmonious ministries in redemption.

Deut. 6:4; John 1:I-3; L416,26; I Cor. 8:6; John 5:7; Rev. 4:11

Of Christ
We believe that Jesus Christ is Deity from all eternity, and that by a miraculous birth
He took to Himself a perfect human nature. He is therefore God and man, the two
natures being inseparably united in one glorious person.

Isa.7:14;9:6; Lk. 1:35;2: l l ;  John l7:5; Heb. l :1,2i 229-L6

Of the l{oly Spirit
We believe that the Holy Spirit is the Third person of the Trinity, though omnipresent
from eternity, took up His abode in the Church in a special sense on the day of Pentecost
(Acts 2). We believe that He dwells in every believer, and by His baptism unites every
believer to Christ in one body (1 Cor. 12z13;6:19).

Of Satan
'We believe that Satan, called the devil, is a person, unholy but powerful, the enemy of
God and man, whose destiny is, in justice, the lake of fire.

Matt. 4:1-3r II Cor. 4:4r Rev. 20:2.10

2.

3.

4.

-J.
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7.

6, Of Creation
We believe the biblical account of creation to be literally accurate and that man came
into being by direct creation and not by process of evolution.

Genesis Chapters 102; Psa. l4B:3.5; Isa. 66:1,2; Mk.l0:6, 13:19; ActsL724-26

Of the Fall and Redemption of Man
We believe that man's stete by creation was innoeence; that by free choice he
transgressed the known will of God, and became by nature and choice a sinner; that
he is utterly unable to do anything to merit God's favor; but that salvation has been
provided for him by the grace of God upon the basis of the blood of Christ shed upon
the eross, and that this salvation becomes operative for the individual upon his
trustful acceptance of Christ as Savior.

Gen. 3:15; Rom. 5:I2, 19; Eph. 2l8o9i John 3:16; Isa. 53:4-7; II Cor. 5:12;

Phil. l:6; Rom. B:35-39; John 10128,29

Of Perseverance
We believe the Scriptures declare that, in virtue of the original purpose and
continuous operation of God, all who are united to Christ by faith will infallibly
continue in a state of grace and will finally attain to everlasting life.

Jobn 10:28,29; Rom. 11:29; Phil. 1:6; II Thess. 3:3; II Tim. 1:I2; I Peter l:5

Of the Church
1. Universal - We believe the church, the body of Christ, to be composed of all

genuine believers in Jesus Christ, and that it is essentially an organism rather
than an organization.

R:*. 12:5; Matt. 16:15-18; I Cor. L2225-27iEph. 5:25-32; I Peter 2r5

2, Local - \Ve believe a local church to be an organized body of baptized
believers who meet statedly for the purpose of worshipo observance of the
orfinances and the proclamation of the gospel.

Acts 14:23; I Thess. l:l; I Tim. 3:I-I3; I Peter 5:2

8.

9.
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10. Of the Ordinances

We believe that the ordinances authorized in the New Testament are two:

1. The Lord's Suppero wherein we paltake of the bread and the fruit of the vine
to show forth our Lord's death "Until He Come."

Mk. 14:22-25; Acts 2242; I Cor. 11:26

2. Baptism, which we understand to mean the immersion of believers in water
as an outward symbol of participation by faith in the death, burial, and
resurrection of Christ, and of the newness of life in which it is now expected
we shall walk.

Matt. 28:19; Acts 2:4Io B:l2o 10:46-48; Rom. 6

11. Of the Rapture Of The Church
We believe that, aceording to the Word of God, the next great event in the fulfillment
of prophecy will be the coming of the Lord in the air to receive to Himself into heaven
both His own who are alive and remain unto His comingo and also all who have fallen
asleep in Jesus (John I4:l-3; I Cor.l5:51-52; I Thess. 4:13-18; Rev. 3:10; I Thess. 5:l-
10; 2 Thess. 2). All believers should be prepared for this great event.

L2. Of the Coming Tribulation
We believe that the translation of the Church (rapture) will be followed by the seven-
year period of tr ibulat ion. This wil l  be a t ime of judgment on the whole earth, at the
end of which the "times of the Gentiles" will be brought to a close (Daniel 924-27).
The latter half of this period will be the time of Jacob' s trouble, which our Lord
called the "great tribulation" (Jer. 30:7; Matt. 242L5-22). 'We believe that universal
righteousness will not be realized prior to the Second Coming of Christ, but that the
world is day by day ripening for judgment and that the age will end with a fealful
apostasy

(Isa. 1l:1-5; 2 Tim. 3:12'13).

13. Of the Second Coming of Christ
We believe that the period of great tribulation on earth will be climaxed by the leturn
of the Lord Jesus Christ to the earth just as He went (Zech, L4z4; Acts 1:11). He will
return in person in the clouds of heaven and with powel' and great glory to introduce
the mil lennial age, to bind Satan and place him in the abyss (Rev.20:1-8), to l i f t  the
culse which now rests upon the whole creation (Isa.l1:6,7;4929-L0; 65:25), to restore
Israel to her own land, and to give her the realization of God's covenant promises
(82e.37221-28; Rom. LL25-27)o and to bring the whole world to the knowledge

of God (Isaiah ll:9).
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14. Of the Final Judgment
We believe that at death the spirits and souls of those who have trusted in the Lord
Jesus Christ for salvation pass immediately into His presence (2 Cor. 5:6-B; Phil.
l:23), and there remain in conscious state of great joy until the resurrection of the
glorified body when Christ comes for His own, whereupon the soul and body reunited
shall be associated with Him forever in Glory (l Cor. 15:51.17). The spirits and
souls of the unbelieving remain after death conscious of condemnation and in misery
until the final judgment of the Great Vhite Throne at the close of the millennium,
when soul and body reunited shall be cast into the Lake of Fire, not to be annihilated,
but to be punished with ever-lasting destruetion from the presence of the Lord, and
from the glory of His power (Lk 15119-31; 2 Thess. 1:5-10; Jude 6,7).

We believe that the Bible teaches that a time is coming when the heavens and earth,
as we now know themo will pass away with a roar, and the elements will be destroyed
with intense heat (2 Peter 3:10). The believer is to live, therefore a life of consistency
and godliness in recognition of the temporary nature of this present material world
and in anticipation of a new heaven and a new earth (2 Peter 3:11-14). It will be at
this time that "the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and
they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God" (Rev.
2l:3).
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