
P R E S C H O O L
J E S U S  I S  T H E  P R O M I S E  ( 2 . 3 )  -  C Y C L E  3

D E C E M B E R  9 ,  2 0 1 8
Bible Story: (The Birth of Jesus)

Bible Passage: Luke 2:8–20



C O N N E C T 
9 : 4 5 A M  -  1 0 : 4 5 A M

LET ’S  CELEBRATE 
SUPPLIES:
• Party hats (1 per child)
• Paper plates (1 per child, white)

DIRECTIONS: Set the party hats and plates on the table.  Welcome children and 
invite them to join you at the table and put on the party hats. What do you like to do 
when it’s your birthday? Pause for children to answer. Yes, we all like to have a birthday 
party, don’t we? Today, we get to celebrate Jesus’ birthday! The Big God Story tells us 
that God promised to send a Savior, and it’s Jesus! Because of Him, we get to be a part 
of The Big God Story, too. When we choose to follow Jesus, we get to be friends with 
God forever and ever! We’re going to use our party plates to get to know each other 
as we celebrate Jesus’ birthday! Encourage children to draw themselves and one thing 
they like on their party plates. Then go around the table and invite each of the kids to 
share what she drew. Wow, it’s so fun to make friends and to celebrate Jesus’ birthday 
together!

PIECE  OF  CAKE!
SUPPLIES:
• Cake template (see Resources)
• Construction paper (about 1 sheet per 4 children)
• Crayons
• Scissors
• Glitter, sequins, colorful yarn, etc.
• Glue sticks

DIRECTIONS: Print and cut out birthday cakes from the template. You can use a 
whole cake per small group, or an individual cake per child. Cut sheets of construc-
tion paper in half and then cut the halves into strips approximately 2 inches wide, to 
be used as candles. Each child will need at least two candles. Today we learned about 
the Savior, Jesus, coming to earth as a baby, and we celebrated His birth. We also 
heard how the shepherds told everyone about Jesus after they saw Him. Let’s continue 
celebrating by decorating a birthday cake to celebrate Jesus’ birthday! You can use 
everything on the table to help decorate the cake. While you’re working, think of two 
friends, family members, or neighbors who don’t know about Jesus. When you finish 
decorating, write the names of those people, or draw a picture of them, on your candles, 
and then use the glue sticks to glue the candles to the top of your cake. The candles 
can remind you to pray that those people would come to know Jesus. It can also help 
remind you to tell them that Jesus is here! Note: Some children may need help writing. 
Walk around with a permanent marker and assist as needed. When we’re all finished 
decorating and we’ve thought of some family members or friends we want to tell about 
Jesus, we’re going to pray for those people as a group. 



PR AYERS & PRAISES 
SUPPLIES:
• Prayers & Praises book
• Index cards
• Pen or marker

DIRECTIONS: Ask them to have a seat in a circle before moving into a time of 
Prayers & Praises. Open the treasure trunk and take the prayers and praises book out 
the trunk. Go around the circle and let the kids share their prayer requests and praises.  
Remind the kids that when we pray to God, he hears us. You can tell Him whatever you 
want to say. I’ll start. “God, thank You for all You have done.” Give children time to partic-
ipate. Encourage them to speak their own words or repeat the words you offered. Close 
as the Holy Spirit directs you, and then transition into a time of prayer for individual 
requests and praises. Now let’s share how we can pray for each other. 

MEMOR Y VERSE 
SUPPLIES:
• Scarves (1 per child)
• Bible
• Treasure Trunk

DIRECTIONS
Invite children to sit in a circle and give each child a scarf to hold. Ask children to prac-
tice waving their scarves in the air. Explain that as you say each word of the Remember 
Verse, you’ll point to a different child who will wave his scarf when you point to him. 
Encourage children to all say the words of the verse together with you. Repeat as often 
as time allows. 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” - Ephesians 1:3

CH AT & CHEW
SUPPLIES:
• Snack Supplies 
• Children’s Bible

RELATE 
Invite children to enjoy a snack together. As they are eating, introduce the story for 
the day by reading it from the Children’s Story Book Bible.  After you have read the 
story, as the kids some questions about the story. 



POWER-POINT:
CHLOE’S RULES

POWER-POINT: 
MUSIC SLIDES

G R O W
1 1 : 1 5 A M  -  1 1 : 4 5 A M

CHLOE’S  RULES
SUPPLIES
• Chloe’s Rules videos or scripts (see Resources)
• Chloe (puppet or person)

DIRECTIONS:
(Cue Chloe’s Rules) Welcome children as they’re entering the large group meeting 
area. Tech: Cue Chloe’s Rules video. The theme song will play as the Worship Leader/
Host enters and makes his way up front, welcoming and greeting children along the 
way. This should be a high-energy entrance. Tech: Cue preschool program theme 
song. Choose and play two upbeat worship songs of your choice from a worship al-
bum that complements the theme and focus of the lesson.

WORSH IP 
SUPPLIES:
• Music Slides

DIRECTIONS: 
(Cue Music Slides) After the kids have gotten settled, invite them to the rug to sing. 
“It’s so good to be able to sing praises to Jesus today. We can be confident that He 
has done great things, and that He’ll continue to do great things. Are you ready to sing 
that Jesus is better than the best thing? (Pause for reaction.) 

THE BIG  GOD STORY 
Luke 2:8–20
Storytelling Technique: Puppets, Actions
Ponder Point: Jesus Is The Promise

SUPPLIES:
• Bible 
• The Big God Story images: 1. Mary; 2. Joseph; 3. Shepherds; 4. Angels (see Re-

sources)
• Scissors
• Craft sticks (4)
• Tape

PREPARE AHEAD: 
Print The Big God Story images and cut out each figure. Tape each to a craft stick to 
make puppets.



DIRECTIONS: 
Invite children to take a moment to get their wiggles out, and then have a seat on their 
Story Spots. I’m so glad you’re here, because today is a special day! Before we get 
started, let’s pray and ask God to teach us. Lead the children in a Prayer of Release to 
pause, be still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds.Open the Bible 
in your lap. At the very beginning of The Big God Story, who made the world and ev-
erything in it? Encourage children to answer. Yes, God did! He also made people. God 
loves people so very much. But something sad happened. The people didn’t listen to 
God’s words. When they chose to disobey Him, everything changed. 

The very special friendship the people had with God was broken because sin had 
come into the world. They needed someone to rescue them from their sin. Invite 
children to show the kind of face the first people may have made when they sinned. 
But God had a plan. He promised to send a Savior who’d rescue people from sin and 
make the way for them to be with God forever and ever. So the people began to wait 
for the Savior God promised. God was with His people while they waited. Invite chil-
dren to check their “watches” as if waiting. He never left them—not for one minute! 
When the time had come, God sent a message to a woman named Mary (hold up 
Mary puppet). What do you think He told Mary? Pause for kids to respond. He told her 
that she was going to have a baby. Her baby was God’s Son—Jesus, the Savior!

Mary had promised to marry a man named Joseph (hold up Joseph puppet), and 
together they waited for the baby’s birth. Just before the baby arrived, Joseph and 
Mary took a trip to their hometown of Bethlehem. Pretend to “walk” with Mary and 
Joseph puppets. Bethlehem was very crowded. Joseph looked for a place for them 
to spend the night, but there was no room available. So an innkeeper let Mary and 
Joseph spend the night in a place where animals also lived. That very night, Mary’s 
baby came—it was Jesus, God’s Son! She wrapped Him snugly in cloth and laid Him in 
one of the animals’ feeding boxes. Set down Mary and Joseph puppets. There were 
shepherds (hold up Shepherds puppet) in a nearby field watching their sheep. All of 
a sudden, angels (hold up Angels puppet) appeared everywhere! Invite children to 
show a face they would make if they saw so many angels. The angels had good news. 
Jesus, the Savior God had promised, was born! God’s Son made Himself small and 
came to earth as a baby—and His name is Jesus! Jesus is The Promise! Set down An-
gels puppet.
The shepherds hurried to find Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus. Move Shepherds 
puppet as if running. Invite children to show a face the shepherds might have made 
when they saw the baby Jesus. After they saw Jesus for themselves, the shepherds 
told everyone that God’s Promise had come! Jesus is God’s Promise.
When there’s good news, you want everyone to know it, don’t you? God did too. So 
He placed a very bright star in the sky to announce Jesus’ birth. Some wise men far 
away saw the star, and they knew there was something very special about it. They trav-
eled for many, many miles to the place where Jesus was. When they saw Jesus, they 
fell to their knees and worshipped Him. Invite children to bow down as wise men did.
God made a promise in the very beginning that He would send a Savior. 

When the time was right, God sent Jesus to earth as a baby. Jesus is The Promise! 
When we choose to trust and obey Jesus, we get to play a special part in His story, The 
Big God Story. Let’s celebrate by clapping and cheering because God brought Jesus 
to be our Savior! Lead children in cheering.

 



FOLLOW TH E STAR 
SUPPLIES:
• Star template (see Resources) 
• Resealable bags (1 per child, gallon-size) 
• Construction paper (2–3 sheets per child, yellow)
• Decorations (suggestions: glitter, yarn, ribbons, pom-poms
• Tape (clear)
• Crayons
• Scissors

PREPARE AHEAD:
Trace the Star template onto yellow construction paper and cut out about three to five 
stars per child.

DIRECTIONS:
Put one resealable bag and a set of stars at each child’s place in your activity area. 
Today we heard that God placed a star in the sky when Jesus was born. Later, the wise 
men saw this star and traveled to Bethlehem with gifts and offerings of worship for Je-
sus. Explain that the cellophane pocket is going to be their night sky and they’re going 
to fill it with stars. Show children the extra decorations they can use to make their stars 
beautiful. The night sky can help us remember Jesus’ birth. Why is it so amazing that 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth? How do you want to praise Him today for sending 
His Son? Encourage children share; interact with their responses.

After your discussion, invite children to decorate their stars. They can use crayons to 
decorate, or you can help them write some praises to God for sending His Son. When 
the children are finished decorating, show them how to slip their stars into the cello-
phane pocket along with some extra glitter and decorations. Look how beautiful all 
these stars are! They’ll help you remember the special star that led the wise men to 
Jesus, The Promise. God sent that special star because He was so excited to share the 
good news about His Son, Jesus the Savior! Jesus is the One to make the way for peo-
ple to be friends with God forever. When finished, help the children tape their reseal-
able bags closed.

 

S E R V E 
1 1 : 4 5 A M  -  1 2 : 1 5 A M


