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TODAY’S STORY: (CALMING THE STORM)
Matthew 8:23–27; Mark 4:35–41 

THIS MONTH’S MEMORY VERSE: 
“Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love”

Ephesians 1:4



C O N N E C T 
9 : 4 5 A M  -  1 0 : 4 5 A M

IT ’S  R AINING, IT ’S  POURING
SUPPLIES:
• Card stock (white, 1 sheet per child)
• Spray bottles (1 per child)
• Liquid watercolor (various colors, available at www.discountschoolsupply.com)
• Tape
• Tarps (2)

PREPARE AHEAD:
Fill the spray bottles with liquid watercolor.

SET-UP:
Lay down a tarp under where the children will be spraying. Tape card stock up on an 
outside wall (or inside if you don’t mind the mess). You may want to tape a tarp up 
behind the card stock to protect the wall.

DIRECTIONS:  
What happened today in The Big God Story? Was there a big storm? Allow answers. 
Yes, there was. It rained and there was thunder and lightning. We’re going to have fun 
squirting water onto paper. We can pretend it’s raining on our papers. Encourage chil-
dren to share their spray bottles so everyone can spray his paper with different colors. 



G R O W 
1 1 : 0 0 A M  -  1 1 : 4 5 A M

PONDER  POINT:  JESUS CHOOSES US  TO 
FOLLOW H IM
SUPPLIES:
• Bible
• Story Spots
• Hamilton puppet
• Hamilton’s house
• Toy boat

DIRECTIONS: 
Hi, friends! Welcome! I’m so excited to be here with you today. Let’s all celebrate God 
by singing and dancing together. Play the “TruBlessings Theme Song” and lead kids in 
dance and celebration.

That was great! Now everyone, take a seat—it’s time to hear a part of The Big God 
Story. Boys and girls, do you know who else loves God’s big story? Invite responses. 
That’s right! Hamilton the Hedgehog! Let’s call him to come out and join us. Call with 
me: Hamilton, where are you? Hamilton comes out of his house carrying a toy boat. It’s 
okay if the children see the volunteer with the puppet on her hand.

Hi, Hamilton! Friends, look at that boat Hamilton has today. Hamilton shows the chil-
dren his boat. I wonder if that might be a clue to the part of The Big God Story we’re 
about to hear. Do you know where we can find The Big God Story? Hamilton nods 
excitedly and gestures to the Bible. That’s right—the Bible! God gave us the Bible so 
we can learn about Him. It’s full of things that help us get to know God. We read the Bi-
ble to learn about God and about His Son, Jesus. And I know that you love to dig, dig, 
dig right into God’s Word to find out what He has to say to us. Is that right, Hamilton? 
Hamilton nods his head. We do too, right, kids? Allow kids to respond. Now, let’s sing 
our Bible Song together!

Bible Song (sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”)
Now it’s time to hear God’s Word
Hear God’s Word
Hear God’s Word
Now it’s time to hear God’s Word
So let’s look in the Bible



THE BIG  GOD STORY
Calming the Storm
Jesus Is God
Matthew 8:23–27; Mark 4:35

SUPPLIES:
• The Big God Story images #1–4 (see Resources)
• Bible
• Towel, sheet, or blanket (blue)
• Toy boat 
• Hamilton puppet

SET-UP:
Lay the blue blanket, sheet, or towel on the floor.

DIRECTIONS:
Okay, friends, before we get started, let’s all pray together and ask God to teach us 
about Himself and His Son, Jesus. Lead children in a Prayer of Release to pause, be 
still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds.
One day, Jesus and His friends got into a boat. Show the children your pretend lake. 
Hamilton, can you show us your boat? Hamilton holds up the toy boat and then places 
it on the pretend lake. Let’s pretend this is the boat Jesus was in with His friends on 
the lake. I need two friends to come up and help me make our boat rock on the water. 
Choose two children to help you lift the “lake” and gently move it back and forth. Have 
them continue to hold the blanket as you tell the next part of The Big God Story.
All of a sudden a huge storm came! Show image #1. The waves came onto the boat, 
and it rocked back and forth. Can my helpers make the boat rock? Have the children 
holding the blanket shake it. Have the rest of the children rock back and forth as if in a 
boat being swished about. Can you all help me make noises that sound like a storm? 
Let’s pat our legs to sound like rain and howl like the wind. Model this for the children 
and invite them to join you. Great job, you sound just like a big storm. Let’s put our 
hands back in our laps and listen to the rest of The Big God Story. 

Even though this storm was going on, guess what? Jesus was sleeping! Show im-
age #2. Jesus’ friends were scared.  Show image #3. They went and woke up Jesus. 
They said, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” Jesus asked them, “Why are you so 
afraid?” Show image #4. Jesus stood up and told the wind and waves to stop. And 
guess what, the wind stopped howling and the waves stopped rocking. Isn’t that 
amazing? His friends wondered: Who is this man? Do you know who He is? He is God.
Jesus can make the wind stop. Let’s say “That’s amazing!” all together. Say “That’s 
amazing!” with the children. Good job! Jesus can make the waves stop. That’s amazing 
too! Let’s say “That’s amazing!” all together. Say “That’s amazing!” with the children. 
Good job!Invite the children up in pairs to help rock the boat in the water. I know more 
of my friends wanted to help make the boat rock. Let’s try and remember what Jesus 
did. First, He was sleeping, then the big storm came and the boat rocked. Have the 
children rock the boat. Then Jesus’ friends were afraid and woke up Jesus. Jesus told 
the wind and waves to stop. Have the children stop moving the blanket. Let’s all say 
“Jesus is God!”Have the children say good-bye to Hamilton as he goes back into his 
house. Thank him for coming to be a part of The Big God Story.



S E R V E
1 1 : 4 5 A M  -  1 2 : 1 5 P M

AR E YOU SLEEPING?
SUPPLIES:
• Music    

DIRECTIONS:
Have all of the children lie down around the circle time area. Jesus was sleeping on 
the boat when the storm started. Were His friends afraid when the storm started? En-
courage responses. Yes! But we know that Jesus is God.
Let’s play a game where we pretend we’re sleeping. Everyone lie down and close your 
eyes. When you hear the music, jump up and dance around. When the music stops, lie 
back down and pretend you’re asleep again. Repeat the activity as long as the kids are 
enjoying themselves. 


