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Dear Praying Friends, 
 
“If God made the world perfectly, why did He allow sin to enter?”  “If I become a Christian, can I still pray 
for my ancestors at their graves?” “I want to know if Jesus is really true.”  These and other questions are 
ones we have heard recently as we study the Bible with two different men. Pray their hearts will be open 
to God’s truth. We also have many opportunities to give out God’s Word at various English classes 
throughout the week.  The most encouraging Bible study is with some young men who attend another 
church but want to know more about God’s Truth.  Pray for more young people to have a heart to know 
God and follow His will in their lives. 
 
A month has passed since the Christmas program, but we want to share 
a few encouraging highlights.  It was good to see many visitors attend,  
many of them from English classes and friends of the church people.    
Most of the visitors are not Believers and we desire to see them come to  
church on a regular basis and receive Christ as Savior.  Thank you for  
praying for the program and for everyone’s health.  There was a round of 
sickness just before the event, and a couple of the participants had fevers.  Just as the time of the program 
approached, the fevers went away and they felt strengthened.  That was certainly because of your 
prayers! 
                                                          It is hard to believe that the first month of the new year is over.  We  
                                                          have had very cold weather and 10 inches of snow.  The news said Tokyo 
                                                          had the coldest temperature in 48 years.  One of the hymns last Sunday had 
                                                          a phrase that Jesus’s blood will wash us clean and make our hearts whiter  
                                                          than snow!  Pray for the hearts of adults, children, and family members to  
                                                          receive Christ’s salvation.  Also, this year we are emphasizing the  
New Year’s Day meeting         importance of obeying God’s word, to be doers of the Word and not hearers 
only, from James 1:22.  Many of the Christians struggle with following God’s Word, especially when they 
have no encouragement from home.  The father-in-law of one lady in particular passed away earlier in 
January, and she has not communicated much since then.  Pray she will depend on the Lord with all her 
heart and be willing to be encouraged through fellowship with the other Christians in the church.  
 
Wednesday evening, we have a men’s Bible study and prayer time.  The men take turns giving a short 
message.  This week the message was from Romans 9 and Paul’s desire to see his own people of Israel 
come to faith in Christ.  The speaker pointed out the need for the people of Japan to be saved and his 
desire to be a witness.  Pray that will be reality!  Last Sunday evening, we had our monthly youth  
                                                                meeting.  Six teens came and seemed to 
                                                                have a good time. Only two or three  
                                                                of them attend church regularly.   Pray  
                                                                they will truly receive Christ and live 
                                                                their lives for Him!  Also, pray they will  
                                                                bring their friends so that more can hear  
      Youth doing a word game        God’s Word.                                                     Enjoying Uno and snacks 
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