
4 T H - 6 T H  G R A D E
S O M E O N E  L I K E  Y O U 
U N D E R C O V E R  C H R I S T M A S

D E C E M B E R  5 ,  2 0 1 8

Bible Story: (Gabriel Appears to Mary)
Scripture: Luke 1:26-56

“Caring enough to do something about someone else’s need”



TAKE A SNAPSHOT
SUPPLIES:
• “No supplies needed

DIRECTIONS: 
Ask students to imagine that they could have any skill (an actual ability—not a super-
power) or possession of their choosing, but tell them not to say what it is just yet. 
Take turns asking one of the students “yes or no” questions in order to guess what his 
desired skill or possession is. The group can ask up to 10 questions before guessing.
Take time to discuss ways the skill or possessions could be used to meet the needs of 
others. 

“It’s a good thing we don’t have to be millionaires or rock stars in order for God to 
use us to meet the needs of others. God has been using ordinary people like us to 
do great and extra-ordinary things for a long time. The secret isn’t in what we have or 
don’t have. It’s all about how willing we are to let God use us.”
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POWER POINT:  
COMPASSION 

SLIDE

OPENER
SUPPLIES:

• Worship Leaders (or other adults) to judge the game
• Christmas suit or footie pajamas (for Host)
• Christmas fedora (for Host)
• Decorated Christmas tree (from last week)
• Wrapping paper, tape, and bows to cover Host
• Terribly wrapped gift
• Gallon-size resealable bags (one for each small group), containing:
• Odd-shaped gift (this could be anything: deodorant, action figure, toothbrush, 

etc.)
• Bows
• Tape
• Safety scissors
• Roll of wrapping paper (outside of the bag)

HOST
 “Hey, everyone! It’s great to see you. (Hold up the gift.) I’m trying to wrap this Christmas 
present. How does it look? Pretty good? Just okay?

“Yeah, apparently I’m not very good at wrapping gifts. It’s just so complicated! There’s 
tape, scissors, a billion different types of wrapping paper and bows, and a lot of folding—
like a LOT. And then I’m never quite sure where to put the tape, or how much tape to 
use, or whether my fold is neat enough. Then I end up ripping through the paper and I 
have to start all over again. Ugh! It’s just so hard. But enough about my troubles . . .

Toss the present to the side of the stage.

“This month we’ve got an Undercover Christmas mission. We’re talking about compas-
sion! 

CG: COMPASSION SLIDE

“Compassion is caring enough to do something about someone else’s need.

“When you care about others, you want to help them. That’s why we’re going under-
cover: to find ways we can help the people around us.
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“You know what? I think we might be able to practice that right now. Maybe you can 
help me. You see, I’ll need to wrap some gifts for my family and friends and, well, you 
saw the mess I made when I tried a minute ago. Maybe you can teach me a few things 
about wrapping presents! I need everyone to circle up with your small group and get 
ready to play ‘The Great Wrap-It-Up Race’!

CG: “THE GREAT WRAP-IT-UP RACE” SLIDE

Leader enter and hand out a bag of supplies and a roll of wrapping paper to each 
Small Group Leader. Then they stand on stage.

CG: 60-SECOND COUNTDOWN

Host offers running commentary as the groups race to wrap their gifts. 

“All right, everyone. Time’s up! Leaders, you can bring all of your beautifully wrapped 
gifts up to the stage to our judges.

Small Group Leaders bring gifts to the front of the stage and set them on the ta-
ble. Host holds up each item for the judges and talks about how great the wrap-
ping is (even if it’s not).

“Let’s give our judges some time to talk it over and make their decision. “All right. The 
judges have spoken. All of you were world-class wrappers, but today’s winner is [Lead-
er’s name]’s group! Give them a big hand!

“Thanks for playing, everyone. Go ahead and put your wrapping supplies back in the 
bag, and throw away any trash on the floor. I’ll come around and get the bags from 
your Leaders. Go ahead and jump up on your feet, because it’s time for us to sing and 
worship God together!”

STOR Y TELLER
SUPPLIES:
• Three voice actors (two female and one male to play Mary, Elizabeth, and Gabriel), 

wearing normal clothes
• “Mary,” “Elizabeth,” and “Gabriel” name signs
• Three stools
• Four printed scripts (for Storyteller and three actors)
• Four music stands to hold the scripts (optional)

SETTING UP THE STORY
STORYTELLER: “Hello, everyone! Today I want to tell you about an ordinary girl who 
did something extraordinary. God had a VERY special mission for her. She might have 
felt overwhelmed and scared and not quite up to the challenge. But I think you’ll see 
how God used her in a BIG way!

“I’ve got some voice actors who are going to help us tell this story today. That means 
they’re going to read lines as the different characters to liven things up. (Calling back-
stage) Come on out, guys!

Voice actors enter, wearing the name signs. They sit on the stools.

POWER POINT:  
WRAP-IT
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Our story starts off in the town of Nazareth

CG: BIBLE STORY SLIDE #1 (NAZARETH)

“Nazareth was a regular, small town full of regular, ordinary people doing regular, 
ordinary things. In this seemingly normal, everyday, regular type of town was a young 
woman named Mary. 

CG: BIBLE STORY SLIDE #2 (MARY CARRYING A WATER JUG)

“Mary was engaged to be married to Joseph, and she loved God. She probably knew 
just about everyone in her small town, and she was a normal, everyday young woman. 
She wasn’t a superhero like Wonder Woman or anything like that. She was a regular 
girl.”

GABRIEL APPEARS TO MARY
STORYTELLER: “One regular, ordinary day, something very NOT ordinary happened 
to Mary. The angel Gabriel appeared before her!”

CG: BIBLE STORY SLIDE #3 (GABRIEL APPEARS, MARY COWERING IN FEAR)

MARY: (Reading from script) “Ahhhh! What’s going on?”

STORYTELLER: “Mary was quite afraid, as it’s not every day that you see an angel. 
Gabriel told 
her . . .”

Open the Bible to Luke 1:28 (NIrV) and read.

“The Lord has blessed you in a special way. He is with you.” 

Nod to “Gabriel” to say his lines.

GABRIEL: (Reading from script) “The Lord has blessed you in a special way. He is with 
you” (Luke 1:28 NIrV).

STORYTELLER: “Mary was really upset. She wondered what in the world was happen-
ing! The angel said . . .” 

GABRIEL: (Reading from script) “Do not be afraid, Mary. God is very pleased with you” 
(Luke 1:30 NIrV).

GABRIEL APPEARS TO MARY
STORYTELLER: “This must have been a lot for Mary to take in. She was an ordinary 
girl, after all, and this was NOT ordinary. But Gabriel had a message from God to tell 
Mary that day.”

CG: BIBLE STORY SLIDE #4 (GABRIEL TELLING MARY SHE WILL HAVE A BABY)

GABRIEL: (Reading from script) “You will become pregnant and give birth to a son. 
You must call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High 
God” (Luke 1:31-32 NIrV).
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CG: BIBLE STORY SLIDE #5 (CLOSE-UP OF MARY LOOKING CONFUSED)

STORYTELLER: “Mary was confused.”

Nod to “Mary” to say her lines.

MARY: (Reading from script) “How can this be happening? I’m not married” (para-
phrase of Luke 1:34 NIrV).

STORYTELLER: “Gabriel told her that the Holy Spirit would make this happen through 
the power of God. And Gabriel wasn’t done. He had one more important bit of news 
for her.”

CG: BIBLE STORY SLIDE #6 (ELIZABETH AND ZECHARIAH)

GABRIEL: (Reading from script) “Your relative Elizabeth is also going to have a baby 
even though she is old and many people thought she’d never have children. But God 
promised that she would, and He always keeps His promises. She has been pregnant 
for six months now. She and her husband Zechariah will soon have a baby” (para-
phrase of Luke 1:36-37 NIrV).

STORYTELLER: “Mary knew this was a big deal. Elizabeth and Zechariah wanted to 
have children, but everyone pretty much assumed it would never happen because 
they were so old. But now God was going to give them a baby! Listen to what Mary 
said next.”

CG: BIBLE STORY SLIDE #7 (VIEW BEHIND MARY, LOOKING AT GABRIEL)

MARY: (Reading from script) “May it happen just as you’ve said. I will serve God” 
(paraphrase of Luke 1:38 NIrV).

MARY VISITS ELIZABETH
STORYTELLER: “After Mary spoke, the angel left her. Mary didn’t understand how this 
was all happening, but she knew that she could trust God. And if God was giving Eliz-
abeth a baby after all these years, she knew that God kept His promises. It was all so 
overwhelming, but Mary knew that she needed to serve God. If He picked her for this 
job, she knew that she would be able to do it!

“She then decided to go visit her relative Elizabeth to see this miracle God had told 
her about.”

CG: BIBLE STORY SLIDE #8 (MARY TALKING TO ELIZABETH, EXCITEDLY)

Nod to “Mary” to say her lines.

MARY: (Reading from her script) “Elizabeth, you won’t believe what I have to 
tell you! I have such big news!”

Nod to “Elizabeth” to say her lines.
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ELIZABETH: (Reading from her script) “Mary, the baby just kicked! The baby is just so 
excited to see you and your . . . baby.”

STORYTELLER: “Whoa. Elizabeth already knew that Mary was going to have a baby! 
Listen to what else she said.”

ELIZABETH: (Reading from her script) “God has blessed you more than other wom-
en. And blessed is the child you will have! But why is God so kind to me? Why has the 
mother of my Lord come to me? As soon as I heard the sound of your voice, the baby 
inside me jumped for joy. You are a woman God has blessed. You have believed that 
the Lord would keep his promises to you!” (Luke 1:42-45 NIrV).

STORYTELLER: “Not only did Elizabeth know about the baby, she also knew WHO 
the baby would be. She knew that Mary was carrying the Son of God—Jesus! Mary was 
filled with emotion. God had chosen HER! She sang these words.”

CG: BIBLE STORY SLIDE #9 (MARY SINGING)

MARY: (Reading from her script—speaking, not singing) “My soul gives glory to the 
Lord. My spirit delights in God my Savior. He has taken note of me even though I am 
not considered important. . . . He has helped the people of Israel, who serve him. He 
has done it just as he promised to our people of long ago” (Luke 1:46-47, 54-55 NIrV).

WRAPPING UP THE STORY
STORYTELLER: “Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three months. Then she returned 
home to her amazing, extraordinary mission: being the mother of the Son of God. She 
looked forward to seeing how God was going to use her and her Son to save His peo-
ple. Mary was just an ordinary girl, but God was showing her that He can use ordinary 
people to do REALLY important things. 

“Let’s give a big hand to our voice actors. (To voice actors) Thanks for your help!

Voice actors exit.

“Here’s what we need to remember today.

CG: BOTTOM LINE SLIDE 

“Mary probably didn’t feel like she was ready to be the mother of God’s Son. But she 
was willing to do it because she trusted God. Remember what she said in her song?

Open the Bible to Luke 1:46-48 (NIrV) and read.

“My soul gives glory to the Lord. My spirit delights in God my Savior. He has taken 
note of me even though I am not considered important.

POWER POINT:  
SLIDE 9

POWER POINT:  
BOTTOM LINE



“You might not feel like you’re important enough or good enough to do what you 
know God wants you to do. You might not feel like you’re smart or talented enough. 
But the truth is, God can use you to meet the needs of the people around you. [Bot-
tom Line] God can use anyone to meet others’ needs.

“As we continue with our Undercover Christmas, I want you to remember that. God 
can use YOU to do big and important things. He can use you to show compassion. 
Let’s pray.”

“Dear God, thank You for this amazing story about Mary. Thank You for showing us 
how You can use ordinary, everyday people like her and like ALL of us here in this 
room. Help us to trust You like she did. Help us to show compassion and meet the 
needs of the people You’ve put in our lives. We love You, and we ask these things in 
Jesus’ name, amen.”

WORSH IP 
SUPPLIES:
• Worship Music 

WORSHIP LEADER:  Wow, today has been a lot of fun already. I’m excited to sing 
with all of you. A life with Jesus is like no other. Let’s sing and celebrate today that with 
Him we are fully alive! C’mon, let’s sing.

CG: OH LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 

CG: INTO ORDINARY DAYS 

POWER POINT:  
MUSIC



BIBLE  STORY EXTENSION 
SUPPLIES:
• Bibles
• “Descriptions” Activity Page
•  Basket

DIRECTIONS: 
Ask the students to share highlights of what they remember from Large Group. What 
did they find unique about Mary’s story? In what ways was Mary just an ordinary young 
girl? In what ways was Mary extraordinary? After this brief review, give each student 
an adhesive bow. Ask them to attach it to themselves anywhere on their head or face, 
knee, elbow, hand, or foot. Sit in a circle. Set out the basket containing the folded “De-
scriptions” cards from the Activity Page. Invite one of the students to take out a card 
and read it to him or herself. If the word on the card does not describe Mary, he/she 
can show it to everyone and explain why he/she feels it’s not true about her. If the card 
does describe Mary, instead of showing the others, the student must “write” the word 
in the air or on the floor using the bow on his/her body as the tip of a pen to spell the 
word. He/she may not talk or give hints. 

The remaining team members must try to guess the specified word. When a word 
is guessed correctly, pause and let students share ways in which Mary displayed the 
characteristic written on the card. Continue until everyone has had a turn. Remind 
students that God used Mary, an ordinary girl from Nazareth, in an extraordinary way 
to bring the Savior into the world to rescue us. Go deeper. If time allows, invite the stu-
dents to look up Luke 1:38 then discuss Mary’s willing response to God’s plan as seen 
in this verse. Ask: When the angel first appeared to Mary, she could not have known 
all that God was going to do through her to meet the needs of so many people. What 
can you learn from the way Mary’s response? What are some ways you can be a 
servant of God and meet the needs of others?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
SUPPLIES:
• No supplies needed

DIRECTIONS: 
• What are some reasons we have for not being willing to meet others’ needs? 
• What would help us be more willing to meet someone else’s need?
• What is the greatest need at your school? What can be done?
• What are you willing to do to meet others’ needs?
• Is there ever a time when you might have to say “no” to meeting someone’s need? 

Explain why or why not.
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