
4 T H - 6 T H  G R A D E
J E S U S  I S  T H E  P R O M I S E  ( 2 . 3 )  -  C Y C L E  3

D E C E M B E R  9 ,  2 0 1 8
Bible Story: (Birth of Jesus)

Scripture: Matthew 1:1–16; Luke 2:1–20



C O N N E C T 
9 : 4 5 A M  -  1 0 : 0 0 A M

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING 
SUPPLIES:
• Boxes for wrapping (1 per child)
• Christmas wrapping paper (1 roll)
• Tape
• Scissors
• Ribbons and/or bows (1 per child)
• Jesus is the Promise Cards (See Resources) 

DIRECTIONS:
What was most exciting about this game? What is most exciting about Christmas to 
you? What kind of joy do you feel when you think about Jesus being The Promise?  
Today is a very joyful day—we get to learn about Jesus being The Promise. He is the 
One the world waited for, and God fulfilled His promise. Because of Jesus, anyone 
who believes in Him can be saved and included in God’s family. 

Have the kids put the “Jesus is The Promsie” cards inside their boxes. Let the kids 
spend some wrapped and decorate gift boxes. Talk with them about how Jesus is the 
most precious gift. 

MEMORY VERSE 
SUPPLIES:
• Paper (21 sheets)
• Marker
• Timer
• Bell

DIRECTIONS
Set the bell on the opposite end of the room from the papers. Give each child one of 
the words of the verse. If you have more words than kids, give some children two words 
of the verse. On your signal start the timer and have the kids race to get the verse in its 
correct order. Once they think they have it right, someone can go ring the bell. Let the 
children know their time, and then invite them to mix up the words to play again and 
attempt to get a better time. Continue playing until the kids can do it quickly.

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” - Ephesians 1:3



G R O W 
1 0 : 0 0 A M  -  1 0 : 3 0 A M

 THE BIG  GOD STORY
Bible Passage: Matthew 1:1–16; Luke 2:1–20
Storytelling Technique: Creating a Storybook
Jesus Is The Promise

SUPPLIES:
• Optional: Investigate Questions (see Resources) 
• The Big God Story Images: Bethlehem Map, Manger (see Resources)
• Bibles
• Construction paper (white, 5 sheets per child)
• Markers
• Stapler
• Optional: hole punch, yarn

PREPARE AHEAD: 
Print the map and picture. Make a “book” for each child by stacking five sheets of 
white construction paper and stapling them together along the left side. Optional: 
Instead of stapling the papers, punch three holes on the left side and tie the pages 
together with yarn.

DIRECTIONS:
Welcome the children and hand a “book” to each one. Explain to the kids that they will 
create a personal storybook inspired by the main events and people from today’s part 
of The Big God Story. Explain that as you storytell, you will pause and allow the kids to 
draw. Note: If you prefer, you can storytell straight through, allowing the kids to draw 
as you go. Today we get to learn about a very special time in The Big God Story—when 
Jesus came as The Promise God had given so long ago! Before we begin, let’s ask 
God to teach us. 

Have you ever waited a long time for someone special to come for a visit? Who was 
it? How did it feel when that person finally arrived? Did you ever wait for a special gift 
that you really, really hoped for? What did that feel like? Interact with the kids’ answers. 
Every year we wait to celebrate Christmas. On Christmas, we celebrate the greatest 
gift God ever gave—His Son, Jesus, the promised Redeemer!

Before Jesus was born, people had been waiting many years for the Redeemer to 
come. Since the day sin entered the world, God had been promising His people that 
He would send a Redeemer. This Redeemer would bring people into relationship with 
God again. Because of sin, all people were separated from God. God knew that the 
only One who could bring people back into right relationship with God was Jesus! 
Jesus is The Promise! 



Interviewer: Congratulations, that’s exciting! So … tell us about the amazing news 
God gave you several months ago!

Mary: Well … as you know, for hundreds of years God promised to provide the Re-
deemer to restore our relationship with Him. 

Interviewer: Yes, it has been a long time. Throughout history—through the Scriptures 
and the prophets—God has promised us that a Redeemer would come to save His 
people from their sins. The prophet Jeremiah prophesied that the Redeemer would 
come from the family line of King David (Jeremiah 23:5–6). The prophet Isaiah said He 
would be born from a young virgin (Isaiah 7:14)! God was gracious to remind His peo-
ple throughout The Big God Story that He would provide the Redeemer. But the wait 
has been so long! It’s so hard to wait for Him to fulfill His promise.

Mary (acting excited): Well, then let me tell you what happened to me. One day, I 
was doing what I always do when, suddenly, there was this person standing in front of 
me. He was so … different … I don’t know how to describe it. I knew he wasn’t human; 
he was so brilliant. I was really scared! 

Interviewer: What did he want? What did he say?

Mary: He said that he was the angel Gabriel, a messenger from God, that I shouldn’t 
be afraid, and that I had found favor with God!

Interviewer: What does that mean—“found favor with God”?

Mary: It means that God showed me grace that I didn’t deserve because He had cho-
sen me for a special task. 

Interviewer: Wow! What is it?

Mary: That’s the most amazing part! He said that I will give birth to the Redeemer and 
that I am to call Him Jesus. He will be the Son of God! This baby is God’s promise that 
He is providing for His people.

Interviewer: Amazing! But how could this happen? Invite the kids to open up their 
Bibles to Luke 1:35–38 and follow along.

Mary: That’s what I asked! The angel Gabriel told me that the Holy Spirit would come 
to me and the Most High would overshadow me so the child in me would be the holy 
One, the Son of God. He added, “For no word from God will ever fail” (Luke 1:37). He 
told me that Elizabeth, my cousin, who is too old to have children, is pregnant too be-
cause of God’s awesome power. When I heard all of this, all I could do was say, “I am 
the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38).

Interviewer: That’s amazing. Wait a minute! Mary … are you from the family line of 
David? 

Mary: Yes, I am! 

Interviewer: Amazing! God fulfilled Isaiah’s and Jeremiah’s prophecies. The Redeem-
er will be from the family line of King David! He will be the King of Kings! God will 
provide!



Mary: Yes! And there’s more. After Gabriel visited, I went to see Elizabeth, and sure 
enough, everything Gabriel had said was true. She was happy and pregnant. God is so 
good, and He provided for her too. I was so overwhelmed with God’s love that I wrote 
a song in worship to God. May I share it with you?

Interviewer: Yes! 

Mary: Okay. Invite the kids to open their Bibles to Luke 
1:46–55 as Mary reads this passage.

Interviewer: That was really beautiful, Mary. Thank you for sharing with us! Any final 
words? 

Mary: Yes. Kids, always remember that God loves you very much, and He will always 
provide for His people. God kept His promise to provide the Redeemer, and God will 
keep His promises for the future. 

Interviewer: Amen! Thanks for coming, Mary! God bless you! Mary waves good-bye 
and exits. 

Interviewer/Storyteller: Mary’s part in The Big God Story reminds us that the Lord 
will provide! We can trust Him to provide everything we need in good and bad times! 
Share a personal story about God as your Provider. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• How did Mary feel when the angel Gabriel spoke to her? Luke 1:29
• How did Mary respond when the angel told her she would have a baby? Luke 1:38, 

46–55
• What was the promise that God made to His people long ago? 
• How does God provide for His people?
• How has God provided for you?



S E R V E
1 0 : 3 0 A M  -  1 0 : 4 5 A M

LETTER S TO GOD
SUPPLIES:
• Letter to God Origami Ornament template and photo example (see Resources)
• Card stock (1 sheet per child)
• Pens 
• Scissors 
• Yarn (12’’ per child)
• Optional: peaceful Christmas songs (suggestions: “O Holy Night” or “Silent Night”)

DIRECTIONS:
Print a copy of the Ornament template for each child onto card stock and a copy of 
the photo example for everyone to share. Jesus is The Promise God had planned since 
the beginning of The Big God Story. When we celebrate Christmas each year, we’re 
celebrating more than Jesus’ birthday. We’re celebrating God. Jesus is the way for us 
to know God and spend eternity with Him. That is the greatest Christmas gift we could 
ever ask for.

Give the kids a few minutes to sit quietly before the Lord and talk with Him. You might 
consider playing a peaceful Christmas song such as “O Holy Night” or “Silent Night.” 
After a few moments, ask: What do you want to say to God for sending Jesus? Invite 
the kids to create a paper ornament as an expression of their thanks to God for send-
ing Jesus or anything else He revealed to them while they spoke quietly with Him.
Invite the children to write messages to God as an expression of their thanks to God 
for sending Jesus or anything else He revealed to them while they spoke quietly with 
Him. In these messages, kids can thank Him for keeping His promise to send Jesus, 
explain why they’re grateful for Jesus’ birth, or anything else they want to say to God 
today. When the kids finish writing, if they feel comfortable, invite them to share what 
they wrote with one another in small groups. Invite the kids to form their messages 
into an origami box that they can hang on the tree as a simple Christmas ornament. 


